


men go south and lose money ant? some TO axd m s k c  

money. 

does not think 10 made 8 p r o f i t .  

Out of 30 or 40 s e i l s  thrtt went l a s t  aprfw, 

Ilas nothin'; t o  sop about requlalions, because 

he does n o t  knorr FnytIiiny  bout it. 

A l l .  kinds of f i s h  tl7c.t m e  c ~ u ~ h t  w i t h  the 

pursc seine have peculiari:ies--some years them 

w i l l  be en nblrcnrlrrroc of then, and ~ome yeors w i l l  

not be any. 

mackcrcl on the !:cw Zn*yfanc-l coast ,  but'non they a m  

p len ty  cnouqh, and. thc purse seine has been in use 

Poi- R few years tliera nere Iinrdly an>- 

all t he  time, 

lie, never d i 8  nny hook ttm.7 l i n e  flshinrl;. 

1.fackcrel go to the east nnd north in the sprinfl;, 



coast until about the f i rs t  of June. Then t h c r  

w i l l  bacin t o  Btr*ike on the const  hcre, and we get 

mui'e or less from then on t o  frovenbcr. E i n t  Fish- 

inc: extend$ off-Bhore to Gear~es anywhere f r o m  

a ~ : a h s t  t h e  rocks t o  130 m i l e a  oTf. Tftep As not 

co to Georpm mich novadays, exccyt i n  the syrinc:, 

TIzoro is very l i t t l e  ?it.,kir,- on  Goor,yes for m c k -  







P r i n c e  Fdrtards Island and t h e  !!a~dalens, because 









ThinkG ;1 pro?ortionztc p a r t  o f  t lze ntrckcrel  

s top  for- fcari. 

fish ;7I.iic!i cone  ur\ arorind PJostorr G c g  anci t ' : e  llaine 

e. c l i i ~ f ~ ~ ,  ZCI on t h c  s!iore nenr  Care 3?ble,  flrhich 



o-t Oc%oher o:i. It i i t ~ ~ c n d e  upon tile weather a gooc! 

ficsl. BI.C f ish vror!: to the wcst~mrd, coin: out the 

sr\m ns t h e y  qo in. If t he  .*rind is o f r ' t h e  land 

m? nict. vent?ior thc f i s h  v r i l l  trim tlic l?nd very 

c l o s e ,  but if' the  w i n d  is on shore t!ze:r keep off. 

!Fhc best  fishiqq on t h e  Cane Shore is very close 

ins!ioi-e, fro3 10 to 20 rniles o f f .  

Ii[e followed P ainpfr. school  rit one t i m e ,  nhout 

5 yonrs RTO, for* rbout I; miles an; !-r~vc it a?. 





is z: VC;.;~ bnc! one, nnrt t;:rcrc a r c  povoisrjs ,  snord 

w-cc?; t!:c squic? :'foulif take R piccc  r izh t  oat of 
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Aced 44, Yastcr of the  Sch. amillfarn !1. Cross", 

ery s ince  1357. 

thht tirye used t o  f i sh  for ncnhtiden the 1st o f  'In::, 

lnnrl on the 13th of ?lair would c n t c h  out' f i r s t  Men- 

haden o f f  here. Would work t u z t i l  ?bout ',he 15th of 

mackerel, Hsnliarlen vorc used for t o l l  b?.it i r r  thoec 

Vent south P i r s t  i n  1Z74 w i t h  Capt. Chqrlc3 

Lee. Rocan to fol1o.r thc fish t o  t h e  Ctt7-c 

Shore nbout 7 p a r s  azo. Sone ly?.d cone on tlxo 

Cope Shore R l i t t l e  bofo.r.;1. thnt, brit; not E cy:rant 

"?hen the schools 50 nor th  from t h e  ~ ,ou th ,  I t  

looks  & g  if R nood many f i s h  t h o t  TO on the Cap% 



Shore s t r i k e  richt in f r o m  off-shore.  There is  a 

p r o ? o r t i : ) n n t e  nmber  thct  cross Qroe,nlcs from the 

SoutfiwRrc!. 

Vim we i'irst cone in with t9.e fish on the  

Capo Shore, (7.0 not l ime ver:' hmd xorlr t o  critc;h 

them. They 3ire movfrry; alonf:  quite rnpic? ly ,  but 

about ever:' school we $et i? c l ~ n c e  t o  s e t  at ne 

c a t c h .  Refom they -et  t o  the Cnye Shore do not 

m t c h  many, as they arc! movinq Fnst. 

minks t h R t  when thc:r s ink the:' arc on tlic 

There hnve been years vhen we epmrnin- crowd, 

cnuzht them r i G h t  a lon l~ ,  a l l  the seasun. In lZ74 

the  1 m T c  f i s h  t h a t  aere  o f f  South Shoal L i g h t  

Shfy, the .Irhole of June Enr? J u l y ,  when they struck 

o w  consf;, never sunk Tor the whole year, bulk 

of the  f i s h  were C P U T : ~ ~  $11-t yenr w i t h  t!le purse 

seine . 
Fish n l i t t l e  every :rear with t h e  hook nnd 

l i n e .  Do n o t  c a t c h  as w e l l  with the  hook and l i n e  
as t h e y  used t o .  

S o m t i n m  See the spann running from tho  mack- 
2 0 t h  o f  June t o  along about  the 

m c 1 .  ??P'S seen it RE; lonf; R B  from thcA15th t o  1 3 t h  

of J u l y ,  both on this coast and in the Errg Chalcur; 

t f i n t  is, tho Gulf of 5 % .  Lmrence. 

*as e n ~ a y ~ d  in tho  hand-line ri8hez-y two seasnn 

1862h3, from Rbout t h o  20th of July. mint would be 



all up and down Prince EdwP;zr.ds Island and the  ?lama- 

l ens ,  etnci up to the  northwarc?, 

Does not think :hey Find P,S many lnrg? fis?i  as 

they used to .  

Does not think there arc e s  mn:r f i s h  as there 

used to be. 

Elere 2 . m  more seiners c3tchinr; thert non. 

Used t o  be nore hook enfi line? than there  a rc  

now. The se in in f  dic! not d i s t u r b  t h e  fish much, btrt 

m d c  i t  difficult to c c t c h  dhcx ait?i hook nnr3 l i n e ,  

F ish  t?ier;e l a t e  years do not show RS the i r  used 

t o  when lie first cormencod t o  co with h i s  %?her; 

vho is thc olctest man n t  the business i n  t h i s  place,  

End t l i e  Sirst m n  who s t a r t e d  n i t h  the pwsc? seine.  

Capt .  Rowre's fa ther ' s  name is Solomon Rowe. Kis 

f a t h e r  first began to use the purse se ine  in about 

1851, !Tcvc*r used t o  GO f i r t h e r  south than C ~ p e  

Cod rtnci o f f  Bamstnble  Gay and Cape A m ,  r i t h  the 

first seines. "ncn they f i shed i n  t h e  becirming 

around Care Cod and Ca?e Ann, used t o  80 about t h o  

. 1st of Pay. ! h a t  is, \?.hen they f i r s t  bcgcn t o  co 

seining there, 

Docs not know nhe thcr the f i s h  have decreased 

01' not. They do not shov ~s they  uaed to. Used 
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t o  hnve no ';rouble i n  ca tc :~ in ,y  ?is!~.  Used t o  nee 

'r '?crc h9ve  Seen yer",rs yhen  the purse seine has 

hnjixrerl t lx f i s h ,  cnt? o the r  ycnrs  i t  11~s n o t ,  I t  

injured t h c n  rs1icx they threw m a y  so m m y .  T h n t  

x c 3  ?boat in 1880. !IC rent  south  in 18%. mas i n  

x i t h  4 trip, rind ( l id not g e t  C I I O K ~ ~ I  t o  his  ex- 

penses. €?ad 130 barre l s  t h e  first trip, c2Sd 

not g e t  $10. out olr it. 

and n o t  $GOO out o.* them th?st spring. 

Carried in 1,200 barrels 

!&e more s e i n e s  we s e t  the vilder t h e  fish 

seem to Eet. 

q u i c k e r  it w i l l  c e t  o x t  of  the m y .  

t h i s  m m c r  ve  n e t  12 t h e s  ~ n d  c o t  11 schools of' 

f i s h ,  

they R e m  ktardcr t o  get. 

The more anythin,: is hectored t h e  

A gear a , ~  

The next der d i d  not s e t  so  mrrng timen, but 

noes not think or?y lsciclation should Pc yut  
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before, Around B l o c k  Island. Rncl ?To ?ran's Land 

every pear about 100 s23il8, s n ~ l l h  crew8, GO thcrc  

t o  fish with hook anri l ine,  anil their heave bai t  and 

keep f i s h  b i t i n c  there cvery :rear, 

Woulc? make the close season up to t h e  1st of 

July . 
About the 1 s t  of  June is just t h e  t h e  when 

they m c  spawnin(.;. Fish snann arour,d Block Islnnd 

the  l e t t e r  p a r t  a? June. O n  the const o? !kine 

and on th i s  coRst tho;' o i n k  an6 you do not see so 

nany of' then, In tho Gulf f i sh  do not s?am mc!1 

before the  1st of  July,  an$ into July. Has seen 

fish ceqqht the latter ppnrt of July fill of s.pcsm. 

Thrlt is sea t t e r in f i  ones. 

Lata this Fall a school of fish s t ruck  n t  !To 

ifan's L ~ C I ,  anri WWF! j u s t  hs poor 8s aprin,fi macker- 

el and Rxll of s ~ a w n .  That was i n  October. 

would a l l o w  thorn to fish w i t h  hook ant3 Ifne 

at any time. 

it  would be. 

The more bei t  they I ~ V O  the bet te r  

Thinks f t  w o a d  be better not to  use the purse 

seine nt  t r l l .  As tl compromise, would any t M t  PI 

close ~1ea8on up La the  10th of 

lyud * 

I f 6  WP.9 the first one that ever went into the 



Gulf with h p'utrao seine. p i b t  KRB i n  1554. We 

smuyled it over t o  T i a h  with it. Got t ! ie seine 

- here an4 co t  R nova Scotia vessel ~ n d  ?ut it i r r .  

A part of o w  Cret went fr*om thcrc, Dif i  no t  Itnvc 

the richt t o  fish dam tfrere then. T!mt m s  t!m 

only vessel. there tha t  :wdr. Dic!  not go & o m  there 

again w i t h  tlie purso seine. 

Solomon Rowe m s  the first mnko catcl i  m,, -ckcr- 

el off  here i n  deep mter with the purse aoinc,  

mnt m s  In  3855, 

Thinks n larger number of people were benafit- 

ted in the old days of hook ~ntZ l i n i n g  thnn now. 

In the  sfrin:? tllo fish go about R.R,E. All 

the fish that  GO up i n  t h e  ITOVR Scotfa recion come 

from tho G u l f  S t r e m  aver Oeorces 3nc-l. & o m  to thc 

?abva Scotia coast.  Rut those fish that  s t r i k e  Scat- 

ter% abuut the mme time were never out as far 3s 

Geor3e8, Tho fish thrzt fire south get axon;: abuiit 

Mantucket and nlock TslCnniX Rnd then tho:i stay and 

spawn. The fish hcra i n  C ~ p e  Cod i n  the spring 

, are the ones t h a t  s tr ike  dovn nlonf the  Delra'trrarc 

an4 Cheanyeake. The:. ?ark alonf; in  bout 23 t o  40 

fathoms of wrttor. T??e school that canes in to  CRpo 

Cod Bay comes i n  throuch lkntucket Shools and around 



Thinks those outer ac3oola used to GO clo-r, closer 

in shore before the m e  of purse seine. 

:Itwe hadkraps on the  ?fova S c o t i n  shore for 

mnckcrsl about 20 odd years. 

hur: the shore clcscr 3 h m  the:? C!O non. Used t o  

t h n t  the:r coulc! not hnnC1c thm. 



throul- ;?~ the  Gut of  Canso also .  T h i x k s  the wind 

another. Poea not knoy nfiothar t?ie:* stay l n t e r  

than thet o r  not. 

Hns cRu~rf1it mackcrcl t he  25th of TTovonber on 



t h e  herring. n o s e  noulc! he this s p ' r i y ' s  nncker- 

el. few were l a s t  year's syann.. n e s e  rrerc 

%bout 5 imhes in 1cn:th. bxt E f e w  would 70 7 o r  

C inches. 

The best  place f o r  hook E x ?  l i 2 e  fis!iin..: on 

t h i s  c o a s t  is eirowxl Elocf: Island, G y r  7Teac; m c l  :To 

Y m ' s  Lnnd. 

any difference. They "rill zo until the:: f i n d  t h e m .  

S m e  a? the bes t  places  to hook nFzelccrol are ri,r;ht 

off bmoka an? m c l i  places.  ?Tevsr 9881 t h e m  amangst 

the ice. 

?or purse scininr: i t  does not  m k e  

All kinds  of' f f s f i  prcir upon rwckorel, t h t  are 

l a r p  enouEh. Coclf ish, p o q o i s e s ,  sh~ifil:q, swor*C- 

f i sh ,  rznd a11 s o r t s  of fish. O n  this coas t  bluc- 

f i s h  are t3c most destructfve.  There is t? fish 

€hEt is ' ro rs t  tfi-n any of them, aspecir , l ly in the  

0ul.f of St. Lawrence, an:? t ' i n t  is albacore. Sqitic! 

cannot trouble mnckerel a p e n t  deR1, but w i l l  eot  

them trp if" they C:ct t h e n  in the nets, but t!iu:r do 

not drive tb:cn. Cannot flo mxch w i t ? i  then in  t h c  

open sea. 



fish. They mix more on t ! i l s  c o s s t  thnn t?iey Co in 

the G u l f .  !hose b i g  fish i n  the O u l f  keep clear 

o f  t h c  srmer fish. 

SOPC fish s t c y  ox t h e  Ca?e Shoro durinq t!ie 

season. The f i r s t  ~ c h o o 1 s  pass riT!i% along and do 

not stop. 

The f i rs t  fish thz t  come along co very f'nst; 

as f a s t  P S  :mx cnn sa i l .  

t o  t h e  S e w 2  Islands. They n r e  a l l  the l a rges t  

k in&. 

Some of thosc fish go up 

not  notice t he t  t h e y  arc in  schools. ITarer n o t i c e  

them i n  t h r r  Gulf. 

ft is h e r t i  to t e a l  whothsr mackerel feed much 

dwinl.; tho spvning soason o r  not. 9eforc they 

sf?ev they w i l l  feed. Vi11 b i t e  l i k e  everythiny; 

on t'ic hook Jxst bcfare t h e y  spawn. 

After they g e t  the spawn o u t  of them they fat- 

ten 2p fast. Y i l l  fa t ten R l i t t l e  before they get 
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t?ic opnm a l l  ant, f o r  the reason thgt  they s top  

,pi??<: so f a s t  when they sat rear?.; t o  ~jpam, and 

w i l l  then boTin t o  PRt tcn up. 



Some years we think them m e  .Toiq- t o  bc 

1rz rTe  schools the next year, and it turns out  thc I 

other my, m d  another :rcp,r think they ere win: to 

bc poop, a 4  i t  turns r i g h t  arourcl the ot!ior say. 

Ce,r,not % e l l  m c i i  about it, vhen there  are l o t s  of 

~ m 1 1  f i s h  one year, wlmther t?iere ai13 be ln rze  

8chools the next. 

35 miles  each dr,y ant1 each nicht. About 30 m i l c e  

In 24 hours. Sowtines they w i l l  co about miles 

fn 24 !iours. Fin8 aeen f i s h  in the middlo of the 

day when you coulrl not  k e q  u? w i t h  then in a r m  

boat 


